Vox populi, expreſſed in XVIII. 
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MOTIONS 
FOR REFORMING 
the Church of England, 1n 


_ this preſent Parliament. 


> Har ſince the firſt Reforma- 
tion in King Edwards dayes, 
FT was rather of the DoRtrine, 
FE» then of the Diſcipline, and 
@y of the Ritc$ that were palpa- 
Si8 bly grofle, which yet were 
retained, witha putpoſe'they 
ſhould be removed afterwards, and forto unlofe 
by degrees, the faſt haldsto the Romifh Church: 
now fince every Proteſtant is well informed ofthe 
cbange.made inReligion; that whatfaeveran Reli- 
gion is Popiſh,ortending to the difurþing at the 
peace. of the Church, and-maintaining of Hereti- 
call doctrines, beredrefled. - f 
IT. That in thatgreat worke of Re foimat ton 
which is of momemand conſequence; far beyiond 
the ſetling of civillaffeires,therce be appointed by 
both the Houlcs,: a I or Ty 
2 an 


(2) 


| and meeting of 40. or 50. Engliſh Divines, men 


that were not of the late Convocation, and ſuch as 
beunparriall, learned, and uncorrupr in their lives 
and Do&rine, ſuch as D-. Uſher Arch, B. of Ar- 
mach, D*. Prideaux,Dr. Twiſſe, and the like, with 
10.Scots Divines,to which be called 8.Forrain Di- 
vines of the moſtLearned and famous; ſuch as &:- 
vetus, Primroſe, IRE the like, who may treat 
and agree upona ſerlc platforme of Church-go. 
vernment,ſutablero the Monarchy of great Britain 
w* ought to be ratified, 8 enacted by Parliament. 

ITI. Thatthe Churches Diſcipline being efta- 
bliſhed, a Nationall Syed be convocated, that 
may frame a Confeſſion of taith, and reforme, if 
need be, the Exgliſh Litargie, that without excep- 
tions-it be received all over the Kings Dominions, 
to which Synod may be called a competent num. 
ber of Forraine Divines. However, ſince ſo many 
bave been ſo carneſt of late, to be incharity with 
the Roman Church, that they havebeene uncha- 
ritable to the Reformed Churches : Let Canons 
be made in the Synode, and an AR of Parliament 
for unionwith other Proteſtant Churches in mar. 
ter of Dotrine : and all the-fire-brands of theſe 
late innovations in the Church, that have made'ts 


a laughing ſtocke to the neighbour Churches, be 


ſharply cenſured, if not cut off as banes of the 
Church, eſpecially rhe firſt raiſers of Altars, ſuch 
as Heylin, Pocklington, andthe like, 

LIT. Thar the pleafure of our late Soveraigne 


King Fames of bleſſed Menory, bee executed, 
who ſent his Divines to the Synode of Doxt, that 


the 
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the Church of England afterwards ſhould bee 
bound by the deciſions made there, and that Ca- 
nons be made conformable to the determination 
ef our Divines in that Synod. Tl $ x. 

V. That if Biſhops be retained, as 1c is to bee 
fear'd, there be no more ſuch diſtance between a 
Biſhop ard an ordinary Miniſter; and that Biſhops 
be no more called Lords, and that they be cnjoy- 
ned to preach diligently, as is the duty of their 
place and office. SIE evty 

VI. That if ſome of them fit in Parliament, it 
be upon Vool- Sacks, and have no more privi- 
ledges by their office and places then the Judges, 
the Lord Keeper and Treaſurer : Anditbar a cer- 
raine number of Deputicsfrom the Nationall Sy- 
od, whether Biſhops or other, be aſſiſting both in 
the higher Houſe and lower Houſe, for delivering 
their advices upon any clauſes of Acts, that may 
cntrench upon,the Churches priviledges, or are 
contrary to Doctrineor good manners, 

VII. That the principall defeR of our Diſci- 
pline, ard the ſpring ofall ecrours in Doctrine and 
praQtice, which is the want of Synods, be mended, 
and hereafter all Viſtcations of Biſhops be Synods, 
as by right they ougtit.to be, and according to the 
ancient Conſtitution, as it appeareth by-the Syno- 
dalls w* Miniſters pay in every Viſitation,and that 
at Syzods all Pariſh Miniſters be ſitting and cove- 
red, and havetheir voyce in the diſcuſſing of the 
affaires of the Dioceſſe, and making orders which 
may not afterwards be altered by the Biſhop, but . 
onely by the Nationall or Metropaliticall Syzod, 

which 


which for the publike Union, is to be kept once 
two yeares, neither was ever the Church of 
late without Synods, but in England. 

VIII. That the Bſhop be cenfurable by the 
$904, whether it be Provinciall or Nationall. 

IX. That another courſe be taken for maintai- 
ning Miniſters and Biſhops, then that of Tythes, 
which ſtill cauſe fints berweene the Miniſter and 
the Pariſhioners, the Patron and incumbent, keep 
the Miniſter from his Church, while he followes 


ſhits in Londop, and bring the holy Miniſtry in 


to obloquy and comempr. Bur an honourable 
cotnpetent proportion be appointed for the main- 
tenance of each Pariſhes Miniſters by the Parifhi- 
oners, andratedby the Parliament or Synod, and 
thar the diftinftion of Deane, Arch+deacon, Par- 
fon, Curar, Vicar, and Readerbe taken away, bur 
let them be coequalls, and more or leffe in nam- 
ber m'one Pariſh, according to the greatneffe or 
wealth of the Pariſh. . Wes MW. 

X.- That as Biſhops in height of Jariſdition 
and place, by a& are ro be ſhorrned, fo an a& bee 
made that from henceforth;all ordinary Miniſters, 
which are too much vilified, 'ſhall have more re- 
fpe&t and honour thenhererofore was given unto 
them, and that the Minifters' ſonnes be preferred 
ro the fellowſhips of Colledges. 

XI. That the power of the Ecclefiaſtical FX eyes, 
fuch as belongs to Biſhops and Miniſters, be reſto- 
requnto thetn,accordivg, co the ancient conſtiru- 
tions of the Primitive Churches : and that there 
beno cenſure paſt vpon the Clergy or people from 
Synod, 


(5) 

Synod; Biſhop or Presbyterie, but ſuch asis Spi.. 

rituall, and that the uſuall pcnakies of impriſen- 

 mentand fine be rendered again tothe right Qwner 

viz, tothe civill Magiſtrate, and the abuſe of ex- 

> Ag , and the Oath Ex officio abo- 
liſhed, ow 

XII. That the Clergie of the Dioceſſe ſhall 
chooſe their owne Biſbops, orpreſfent to the Kings 
Majeſty two, who may chooſe of them whom he 
pleaſeth:: and that every Pariſh be Patroh ofjts 
Pariſh, and have the prefentation of! as many Mi- 
niſters, as the Flocke requireth, to the. Synod or 
Biſhop. * | 1G 14505111 4 

X.HI. That inftead of Chancellors, Officers, 
Apparitours, Regiſters, and ſych' like Op» 
pers, there be ſome Lay-clders, that may fir mn 
Provinciall Synods, and have their voycein mat- 
ters of Diſcipline and Church-governement, and 
that in Nationall Synods, there be ſome Lay-men 
likewiſe appointed by the Parliament. 

XIV. That a better courſe betaken for provi. 
ding for the poore, and that both Miniſters and 
Chiefe of the Pariſh ſhak over-ſee, how Church, 
Wardens doe diſpoſe of the Church. Treaſury, 
and that they benot permitted under crime of Sa. 
criledge-to ſpend it upon themſelves, and that e. 
very month they give an account of whatſoever is 
received and laid out. 

XV. Thar the griping of Church-duties and 
buriall-coſts, exated oftner more rigorouſly of 
the poore then the rich, be reſtrained, and that the 
Miniſter be content with his yearely Salary, per- 


forming 


(6) 

morting-altthe branches'of his calling, as bapti- 
zitng, burying, vifiting the 'ficke without any fur- 
thet 'recompence, but ſuch as ' is "tendered to 
him. NES | T3; 114 

- XVI; Thatihereafternone be cited by the Sy- 
nod, Presbitery, or Spirituall court without the 
knowledge of the Pariſh-Miniſter, who ought to 
preſent the delinquent, and have his voyce inthe 
cenſwmwe,: fir 10 2163035) 4m or 71 112 

XVII Thiatit be no more inthe power of Bi- 
ſhops toimpoſewhar they pleaſe upon the Clergy 
with ſuch rigorous penalties, as they have lately 
uſed for the oath of the fixth Canon. * 
. - XVIII... That the Fountains of Learning, Cam- 
brigge and Oxfuid, 'be purged from ſuperſtitious 
Rites/and Popiſh doQrines, and Orthodoxe Rea- 
ders be provided. 


FINIS. 


